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City rail hubs: the present crucial elements
of transport interconnecti vity in Central Europe 
Central Europe citi es are the „fi rst/last legs“ of transnati onal transport chains. 
These chains consist of local, regional and transnati onal transport systems. On 
the one hand high speed connecti ons among rail hubs in Central Europe are 
being upgraded, especially on TEN-T networks and along the main intercity 
lines. On the other hand nevertheless rail and in general public transport bound 
feeder lines need to be upgraded, strengthened and bett er organized.

That calls for a multi modal integrati on of local/city transport networks, regional transport systems and 
transnati onal transport axes in parti cular TEN-T. In fact the main elements of this integrati on are consti tuted by 
city rail hubs. 

Railway Hub Citi es and TEN-T network
In order to enhance rail transport by improving the feeding functi ons on rail of major hub citi es and their 
respecti ve regions 13 partners from 11 countries cooperate in the RAILHUC project.

This project aims to improve Central Europe’s interconnecti vity by an intermodal integrati on of rail hubs at 3 
diff erent levels: into the TEN-T system, into regional and local transport rail and non rail systems. 

Objecti ves
The challenge that the RAILHUC partners share is the development of models, concepts, measures, harmonised 
strategies and policy acti ons targeted to the embedding of the urban and regional transport system into the 
intercity rail transport throughout the whole Central Europe area.

Partnerships
11 rail hub citi es are included in RAILHUC and represented each ti me by a project partner. Except one of them 
all these citi es feature in TEN-T RAIL Priority Projects. 

- PP1 (Berlin - Palermo) 
RAILHUC hubs: Reggio Emilia (IT), Erfurt, Halle/Leipzig (DE). 

- PP 6 (Lisbon-Milan-Venice-Ljubljana-Kiev) 
RAILHUC hubs: Miskolc (HU), Venice (IT), Ljubljana (SI), 

- PP 17 (railway axis Paris− Strasbourg−Stutt gart−VIENNA−Brati slava) 
RAILHUC hubs: Vienna (AT), Brati slava (SK).

- PP22 (Athens–Sofi a–Budapest–Vienna-Prague–Nuremberg /Dresden)
RAILHUC hubs: Brno (CZ), Vysočina region (CZ), Dresden (DE), Győr 
(HU), Vienna (AT).

- PP23 (Gdansk-Warsaw-Brno-Vienna)
RAILHUC hubs: Brno (CZ), Žilina (SK), Brati slava (SK), Vienna (AT). 

Finally further non rail Priority Projects interested by RAILHUC are: 

- PP21 (Motorways of the sea) for Emilia-Romagna and Veneto,

- PP25 (Gdansk–Brno/Brati slava–Vienna) for Brno (CZ), Žilina (SK), Brati slava (SK), Vienna (AT), Lodz (PL).
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„While high speed connections are in the course of up-grading, rail (and in general public 
transport) bound feeder lines need to keep the pace and be integrated into TEN-T systems.”
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- Emilia-Romagna Region, D.G. Infrastructural Networks, Logisti cs and Mobility 
- Systems (Emilia-Romagna, IT),
- KORDIS JMK, spol. s.r.o. (Jihovychod, CZ),
- Vysocina Region (Jihovychod, CZ),
- City of Dresden (Sachsen, DE),
- German Associati on for Housing, Urban and Spati al Development (Berlin, DE),
- Hungarian State Railways Private Company Limited By Shares (MÁV Co.) 
(Kozep-Magyarorszag, HU),
- KTI Research Insti tute for Transport Sciences (Kozep-Magyarorszag, HU),
- City of Venice (Veneto, IT),
- Veneto Region - Infrastructure Regional Secretariat - Logisti cs Unit (Veneto, IT),
- Railway Company Slovakia, joint stock company (Brati slavsky, SK),
- PKP Polish Railway Lines Company (Mazowieckie, PL),
- Regional Development Agency of Ljubljana Urban Region (, SI),
- City of Vienna, Department for Urban Development and Planning (Wien, AT)

Target groups
• Municipaliti es
• Ministries of Infrastructure & Transport
• Lander Ministries
• Rail operators
• Infrastructure managers
• Local public transport companies
• Transport nodes authoriti es
Citi zens of the RAILHUC regions /agglomerati on
Regional associati on for integrated public transport‚Extended partners‘ (complement the fi nancing partners and 
associated insti tuti ons by involving further policy makers, investors and transport operators)

Methodology
The RAILHUC acti viti es are grounded in the building of joint concepts for rail hubs integrati on based on 
experiences exchange, good practi ce analysis, training and peer review workshops. 

Furthermore deep analyses & sound transport planning exercises will be used in order to identi fy existi ng 
bott lenecks and formulate opti ons for infrastructural interventi ons or public transport services improvements. 
These expected results may come out of several rounds of public and technical consultati ons which aim at 
building the consensus among key decision makers, stakeholders on future investments and public policies in 
rail / intermodal and public transport. 

During subsequent progress of the RAILHUC project may be jointly specifi ed 
prioriti es of interventi on and defi ned relevant road maps for each city rail hub.
Further is expected that involving municipaliti es and public transport operators 
sign an agreements aimed at fostering Central Europe interconnecti vity. In 
parti cular interest on Public Transport Partnership in individual city region or 
territory will be signed.

In conclusion the impact of the devised and agreed measures of interventi on 
may be assessed and thereaft er included in a long term strategic acti on plan 
and RAILHUC manifesto for rail transport in Central Europe.
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www.railhuc.eu
THE RAILHUC WEBSITE includes informati on about the project and its results. It also contains a “News” secti on, 
a “Download Centre”, a “Link” and “Contact” secti on. 

Visit the website and fi nd out more about the partner citi es, their starti ng points and the contents of the project! 

Contact 
Emilia-Romagna Region, D.G. Infrastructural Networks,
Logisti cs and Mobility Systems
Paolo Ferrecchi
Viale Aldo Moro, 30
40127 Bologna, Italy
Phone: +39 051 527 3711; +39 051 527 3712
Fax: +39 051 527 3450
Email: pferrecchi@regione.emilia-romagna.it
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